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AUSTRALIA 


FIRST VIDEOTEX SYSTEM TO BE TRIED WITH VICTORIA FARMERS 
Melbourne THE AGE in English 30 Jan 82 p ll 
{Article by Bill Birnbaver) 


[Text] A Melbourne-based computer company has launched the first videotex 
service in Australia. 


The service, which provides subscribers with instant information on their 
television screens on a wice variety of topics, will be tested by 10 farmers 
in the Warragul area over the next 12 months. 


An agreement between the company, Computer Power, and the Victorian Department 
of Agriculture, on the introduction of the service, was announced by the Act- 
ing Premicr, Mr Borthwick, yesterday. 


Under the agreement, the department will provide the farmers with 500 “pages” 
of up-to-date information on subjects ranging from the deather to the best 
rate of application of super-phosphate. 


Computer Power has previously stated its intention to set up an Australia- 
wide videotex network using a system developed by a British Government-owned 
company specialising in videotex products, Aregon. 


In announcing the pilot scheme yesterday, Computer Power has beaten the Myer 
Emporium, Mr Kerry Packer's Publishing and Broadcasting Ltd, Thomas Nation- 
wide Transport, and others as the first entrant in the lucrative videotex 
industry. 


Last October the Federal Minister for Communications, Mr Sinclair, announced 
that the Commonwealth would block plans by Telecom Australia to introduce the 
British Prestel videotex service in Australia because Telocom's capital re- 
sources were already stretched in meeting the demand in more traditional areas. 


Mr Sinclair's announcement was strongly attacked by Telecom and brought a 
flurry of activity by private companies interested in the system. 


The videotex system, which is most advanced in Britain, involves the use of 
a central computer to pass on requested information to subscribers via the 








telephone network on to a modified television set. Subscribers contact the 
central computer on a small keyboard and receive the information required 
within seconds. 


The $43,000 pilot system announced yesterday will cost farmers a small regis- 
tration fee plus a leasing fee of $30 a month. The Department of Agriculture 
will pay Computer Power $1.50 for each “page” of information produced every 
month. 


The compan" «© managing director, Mr Roger Allen, said yesterday that the sys- 
tem was cap: ile of accommodating up to 50,000 subscribers with only minor 
modi fications. 


CSO: 5500/7524 














BRIEFS 


OVERSEAS FACSIMILE--The Overseas Telecommunications Commission (OTC) has con- 
nected its high speed international facsimile service, OverseasFax to Japan. 
Pureaus have been set up in five major Japanzse cities: Tokyo, Yokahama, 
Osaka, Nagoya and Kobe. Thirty one countries, including Japan, are now on the 
OverseasFax service. The OverseasFax service transfers exact copies of docu- 
ments between Australia and other countries. OTC expects the service to prove 
extremely popular not only because of the large amount of trade conducted be- 
tween Australia and Japan, but also because the service is able to transmit 
Japanese characters. OverseasFax has been available for two years from OTC's 
offices in Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Perth. OTC says that the service 
has proved popular with engineering, transport construction, mining, advertis- 
ing and mining companies. [Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 1 Feb 82 p 10] 
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BETBUNIA SATELLITE STATION TC BE MODERNIZED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 4 Mar 82 ppl, 8 


(Text } 
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BRIE?S 


RURAL AUTOMATIC EXCHANGES--Bandarban, Mar. 4--The country's first portable ru- 
ral automatic telephone exchange was formally commissioned here today by the 
Minister for Posts, Teleyxraphs, Telephones, Civil Aviation, Tourism and Mmergy, 
Mr Mayeedul Islam, reports BSS. The inauguration of the two hundred-line ex- 
change brings the panoramic district town within the framework of the country- 
wide telecommunication network. Twelve two-way subscriber trunk dialling (STD) 
circuit now connects the newly set up Highly district town with divisional 
headquarters of Chittagong. The exchange was built at a cost of Taka 27 lakh. 
The exchange was fully manufactured and developed by the engineers and techni- 
cians of the Telephone Shilpa Sangstha (TSS). [Excerpt] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH 
TIMES in English 5 Mar 82 p 1) 
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(Text) 


FRENCH OFFER FOR ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT STUDIED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 22 Feb 82 p 16 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


IMPORTS FROM JAPAN--New Delhi, March 2--Japanese manufacturers are emerzing as 
major suppliers of telecommunication equipment to India. Foreign exchange as- 
sistance for these imports is being provided by th- Japanese Government. A 
credit for about Rs. 25 crores is under negotiation for the import of 127,000 
lines of switching equipment. On the basis of international global tenders it 
had been found that the Japanese offers were the most acceptable. The imports 
from Japan include 94,000 lines of local exchange switching equipment for Del- 
hi, Bombay, Calcutta, Chandigarh, Bangalore and Jaipur, 4500 route km of micro- 
wave equipment for these cities, 365 systems of 30-channel PCM (pulse code 
modulation) equipment for inter-exchange junction working, 90,000 lines of 
electronic switching equipment for Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and Madras and 
cross-bar equipment for these and other cities. [Madras THE HINDU in English 
3 Mar 82 p 16) 
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INDONESIA 


FRENCH TELECOMMUNICATIONS AID OFFERED 
BKO41403 Jakarta ANTARA in English 1340 GMT 4 Mar 82 


[Text] Jakarta, 4 Mar (ANTARA)--The visiting French minister for post, 
telephone and telecommunications, Louis Mexandeau, Thursday said in order 
to increase cooperation between Indonesia and France, his country does 
not only offer industrial products but also wants to participate in 
assisting Indonesia's industrial development. He was speaking to the 
press following a courtesy call on President Suharto at Bin Graha. 


Mexandeau, the first French cabinet minister to visit Indonesia since 

France came under the new administration of President Francois Mitterrand, 
said in talk with Suharto, he was given an up-to-date briefing on Indonesia's 
development efforts. President Suharto expressed satisfaction about the 
existing cooperation between the two countries. 


France was eager to help Indonesian industrial development, particularly 

in the telecommunications field, because France has also reached an advance 
stage of development in this area especially in the production and use 

of digital systems. According to him, France is capable of producing 
around 2 million digital channels while some 8 1/2 million digital channels 
are ordered from France every year. [figures as received] 





Another fiend where increased cooperation between the two countries appeared 
possible was in the laying of submarine cable, considering the similarity 

of marine conditions between Indonesia and the Middle East where France 

had gained much experience. 


During his courtesy call on the President, Louis Mexandcau was flanked by 
French Ambassador to Indonesia Dimitri de Favitski. 


cso: 5500/5724 








INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


NEW RADIO TRANSMITTERS--Jakarta, 21 Feb (ANTARA)--The present pre-general 
elections situation has been assessed as more favorable by Minister of 
Information Ali Murtopo than conditions on the eve of both the 1971 and 
1977 elections. This reflects the emergence of a political awareness among 
the community and its leaders leading to better mutual understanding, Ali 
Murtopo told the press Saturday [20 February] after a meeting with 
President Suharto. The minister at the meeting with the president also 
reported, besides the (?result) of his latest general health checkup, the 
recent inauguration of three new domestic radio transmitters: two of 

250 kilowatts and one of 100 kilowatts. The transmitter in Medan is intended 
to cover Europe, the one in Jakarta to work northward and eastward and 
another in Biak aimed at the east and south. These new transmitters should 
enable Indonesia to introduce itself to other countries more effectively, 
he said. So far, the minister noted, it has been difficult for Indonesian 
representations abroad to tune in on Radio Republic Indonesia [RRI], but 
now "we can better compete with others over the air." [Excerpts] 

[BK221307 Jakarta ANTARA in English 0725 GMT 22 Feb 82} 
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SUICIDE-PREVENTION PHONE SERVICE IN KARACHI 


Karachi MORNING NEWS in English 12 Mar 82 pp 1, 5 


[Article by Lionel Andrades] 


[Text] 
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PAKISTAN 


WORK ON BIG TRANSMITTER FOR KHUZDAR STARTS 
Karachi DAWN in English 8 Mar 82 p 9 


(Text] Islamabad, March 7<-The design and fabrication of a super-power 
300 K.W.M.F. transmitter and antenna for Khuzdar (Baluchistan) done by the 
Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation (PBC) at a cost of Rs 2 crore 36 lakh was 
today inaugurated by Maj Gen Mujibur Rehman Khan, Federal Secretary informa- 
tion at Rawat some 20 kilometers from here. 


Gen Mujibur Rehman who is also the chairman of the PBC, in his speech lauded 
the PBC engineers for designing and fabrication of 300 K.W.M.F. transmitter 
within the limited resources, 


He said the super-power transmitter will play a vital role in the development 
of Baluchistan. 


The Secretary said that a fair number of development projects an the country 
fail to materialise every year mainly because of funds, 


The PBC, he said, during the past few years had worked hard and attained some 
level of self-sufficiency for completion of its development projects. He 
cited the name of three transmitters each for Khairpur, Muzaffarabad and 
Khuzdar, The Secretary said that the PBC had completed these projects with- 
out having any kind of help from foreign experts which he said is very 
encouraging trend, 


Earlier Mr Irfan Ullah, director PBC engineering in his welcome address 

said that the work of designing of various broadcasting equipment including 
high power transmitters, antennas system, studio broadcasting and VHF equip- 
ment was taken up after the creation of equipment production unit in 1975, 
The purpose of the unit was to design, develop and manufacture various 
broadcasting equipment including high power transmitters in order to over- 
come the financial difficulties as the cost of certain imported equipment 
had increased remarkably during the past few years. 


CSO: 5500/5720 
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PAKISTAN 


BRIEFS 


PUBLIC CALL OFFICES REOPENED IN HYDERABAD--Hyderabad, March 2--As many as 87 
public call offices out of 164 which were closed in July 1977 have now been 
reopened in Hyderabad Division. This was stated by the representative of 
the Telephone and Telegraph Department in a meeting of Divisional Co-ordina- 
tion Committee Hyderabad held here on Sunday, The meeting was chaired Dy 
the Divisional Commssioper Hyderabad, Abdullah J, Memon. The meeting was 
informed that as per existing policy of the Government, the remaining public 
call offices would also be re-installed, keeping in view the population of 
area, availability of government buildings and sufficient revenue. He said 
a total of 120 public call offices are functioning in Hyderabad Division and 
five public call office have been recently converted into long distance 
telephone connection system in Hyderabad Telegraph Division. He said 13 new 
public call offices will be opened in division during the current financial 
year. The Divisional Co-ordination Committee recommended to the Government 
to revise the policy regarding the reopening of PCOs and the same be opened 
at other places in case government buildings are not available, [Excerpt] 
[Islamabad THE MUSLIM in English 3 Mar 82 p 6] 
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PEOPLE'S KEPUBLIC OF CHINA 


BRIEFS 


GUANGZHOU-HONG KONG TELEPHONE SERVICE--Beijing, 24 Feb (XINHUA)--A 2, 700- 
channel microwave telephone service between Guangzhou and Hong Kong, comparable 
to the biggest telephone capacity elsewhere in the world, is being built, 
according to Li Qingwan, director of the Guangdong Provincial Bureau of 

Posts and Telecommunications here today. It is expected to be completed by 
the end of next year. It would solve the current telephone jam between the 
two cities. Many Guangdong families have their relatives living in Hong 

Kong and overseas. Guangdong Province is to import equipment with 960 channels 
to link telephone service between Guangzhou and haikou, Hainan Island--China's 
second largest island. The director said that the city would install a program 
controlled telephone switchboard of 20,000 telephones, increasing the city's 
nuwber of telephones to 50,000. An automatic telegraph exchange and a 
mailhandling center were completed in Guangzhou last year. Eleven counties 
and municipalities in the province have nearly 200 automatic telephone 
channels with Hong Kong and Macao and express mail and parcel service with 
Australia, Britain, France, Japan, the Netherlands, Singapore, Switzerland, 

the U.S.A. and Hong Kong. A total of 3,500 mail bags are handled annually. 

He said that the province in the last 3 years added 489 long-distance telephone 
lines, 141 of which are linked to Hong Kong and Macao. This is a 59 percent 
rise over 1978. The various cities in the province added 36,800 automatic 
telephones, an equivalent of the total number of 1978. [Text] [0W260345 
Beijing XINHUA in English 1201 GMT 24 Feb 82] 


UPDATED MOVIE, TELEVISION TECHNOLOGY--Beijing, 1 Mar (XINHUA)--A national 
society of motion picture and television engineering was set up here today 

to coordinate efforts between Chinese cinema and TV experts and promote 
technological exchanges with foreign countries. Li Lianqing, deputy director 
of the Central Broadcasting Administration, emphasized that China's tele- 
vision, being a late-developed medium, has much to learn from the film 
industry. Still, he said, both need to be updated. China began to develop 
television only in the late 1950's. Some 15 million Chinese families now own 
television sets. Situ Huimin, vice-minister of culture and ar expert himself, 
said motion picture and television are "mutually complementary" in their common 
task to serve the people and they should “support and learn from each other 
technologically." The new society will encourage inventions and actively 
support the application of advanced techniques in cinema and television, he 
said. Xia Yan, vice-chairman of the China Federation of Literary and Art 
Circles, strongly supported the idea. The new society would also admit 
qualified experts from Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao and overseas. A council will 
be elected during the 4-day meeting, which is being attended by 200 motion 
picture and TV experts from the provinces, municipalities and autonomous 
regions. [Text] [0W011247 Beijing XINHUA in English 1235 GMT 1 Mar 82] 
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WHILE. some countries 
weigh the likely effects of 
cabic television, Vietnam 
in trying to extend its 
cable radio network 
Started in 1966 after the 
war against the French, 
the network now covers 
the whole of North Vict- 
nam. Nearly every house 
has its set, linked 
through a village or com. 
mune centre to one of 60 
local receiving stations, 
over which comes news, 
propaganda, music, carly 
morning exercise 
clasees, drama, instruc 
tions and advice. 

A strong local flavour 
i* given by the commune 
etlay which adds its own 
programming to the cen 
trall. produced materia) 
a * me piaces, reports 
and requests by the vii- 
lage committees are re- 
in ved over a phone linked 
to the cable, to the dis 
trict party or cooperative 
headquarters 

Ly Van Sau, director of 
the service, claime that 
Nurth Vietnam's recent 
good harvest ta of 
the network's effective- 
news Now methoda of cul 
tivation were used, 
farmern following In 
structions given over the 
eablo, and yicids rose aig - 
nificantly, he says. 

Brave New World’? 

North Vietnam is cer- 
tnatniy not Huxley's vi- 
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Marshall 


in Hanoi] 


sion: moat of ita 30 million 

are clumped in 
villages of 3,000 to 5,000 
each, throughout the rich 
plain of the Red River 
and into the hills beyond. 
With few good roads or 
telephones in most parts, 
radio becomes a vital 
link. 

The cable costs almost 
nothing to the villager; on 
*he other hand transistor 
batteries are scarce and 
expensive, and often the 
only way to obtain them 
is to register the set with 
the commune which con- 
trols supplies. TV sets 
(about a million through- 
out the country) must 
also be registered. 


Radio has been 
Victnamese life 
was started in the 
over 30 years ago. 
was there. “We had iwo 
elophants and we used to 
load up the transmitter 
every morning and 
move. The French never 
found us. Afterwards the 
ciephants got a medal.” 
Radio Vietnam has been 
off the air for only nine 
minutes since then — on 
Christmas Eve of Dec. 24, 
1972, the US bombing of 
Hanoi. 

Cable was adopted as a 
low-coat alternative to a 

“wireless” system under 
which every farhily 
would have 


rt o 
nee it 


OF CABLE DELAYS EXPANSION OF CABLE RADIO NETWORK 


ampur BUSINESS TIMES in English 3 Feb 82 p 2] 


their own radio. Pians for 
expansion include exten. 
ding the service to the 
southern provinces and 
more amming. A 
new has been set up 
to produce prograimmes 
on ya a et health 
a with 

of Uniied Na- 
aca lidren's Fur* 
(Unicef) and the United 
Nations Fund for . 
lation Activities (UN- 
FPA). The unit will 


Cnt Minn Clty (Saigon) 


UNFPA help, 30 trainees 
= three months at the 

elopment Training 
and Communications 


——- centre 


But all is not roses. In 
the commune we visited 
near Henoi, the oe 
tor/announcer pro 
put on a acratchy record, 
saying “Everyone is 
hearing this,” and took us 
to a solid brick-built 
house . No sound. 
The solid citizen had dis- 
connected his set because 
it interfered with his 
nightly television-watch- 
ing. By the time he 
hooked it up ous the 
electricity had failed. 


TV will not be a 


big 
had fo buy *force in Vietnam for 


Lk 


wai ate 
. 
soeuee 


VIeTN 


some time yet. It airs for 
only two hours in the eve- 
ome ony 7 pm to 8 pm, 

the most popular 
programmes are sports, 
beamed by satellite from 


be fixed ex . 

head. TV 
is on the way — there isa 
fully colour stu- 


used only for training of 
“eadres” — technical 
staff to you and me. 


Bo the short-term 
future is with cable radio. 
“We have lots of prob- 
lema,” says Ly Van Sau 
cheerfully, “like loss of 
a old equipment. 

munes in the south 
are not yet fully or- 
. But I think the 


chief problem in expand- 
ing the cable network is 


finding SS 








INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


REPORT CARRIES TEXT OF ‘MEDELLIN DECLARATION’ ON NEWS 
Bceota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 8 Feb 82 p 1-C 
[Article by Ana Paez] 


[Text] Medellin, 7 Feb--The directors of the main newspapers of South America 
have rejected the UNESCO proposal for the establishment of a new order in inter- 
national information, in which government authorities would intervene actively, 
because they consider it a threat to freedom of information. 


Newspapermen from 20 Latin American newspapers have signed a joint declaration in 
which they point out the need to establish a greater flow of national and regional 
information in our press “for the purpose of increasing mutual knowledge and 
understanding." 


For this purpose, they have decided to study means of initiatirg an exchange of 
the information published in Latin American newspapers, as was agreed at their 
first meeting in Montevideo. 


They also said they will defend the guarantees provided special envoys and 
visiting correspondents in foreign nations as provided in the UN agreement signed 
in 1949. 


The declaration was signed at the close of the second meeting of Latin American 
newspapermen in Medellin last weekend. The signing became the main feature of the 
celebration of the 70th anniversary of the founding of the newspaper EL COLOMBIANO. 


The newspapermen accepted the proposal by deputy director of EL COLOMBIANO, Juan 

Gomez Martinez that information on national security and public order "should not 
be allowed to become propaganda material for subversive groups” without prejudice 
to freedom of information. 


Those presiding over the meeting were Gomez Martinez and representatives of EL 
UNIVERSAL of Mexico, LA PRENSA of Lima and LA NACION of Buenos Aires. 


Gomez Martinez announced a third meeting of Latin American newspapermen to be held 
in September in Ecuador and to be coordinated by EL COMERCIO of Quito. 


15 








The text of the “Declaration of Medillin” is as follows: 


it the second meeting of Latin American newspapermen on the occasion of the /U0th 
anniversary of EL COLOMBIANO in Medillin of 5 and 6 February 1982, the newspapers 
agree on the following: 


A) To ratify fully the Declaration of Montevideo approved during their first 
meeting in June 1981. 


B) To reject all official, private or any other attempt to limit the free flow or 
newspaper information and the free practice of the newsgathering profession. Thus 
it repudiates the attempts being made by UNESCO to create a so-called “new order 
on information” serving the interests of governments. 


C) To give greater prominence to regional news so as to increase mutual knowledge 
and understanding. 


D) To support and cooperate with any communications medium subjected cto encroach- 
ments against freedom of expression. 


E) To prevent reports published on acts of terrorism from serving as propaganda for 
the terrorists, without prejudice to the providing of news. 


F) To assign to the Peruvian newspaper delegation the task of taking steps at the 
UN to insure the application of the UN May 1949 agreement so as to protect the 
activities of special envoys and visiting correspondents as well as the tools of 
their trade, to assist them in any problems which may arise and in the timely 
granting of their visas. 


G) To set up a permanent executive secretariat for meetings such as these so as to 
provide the necessary continuity and permanence and to make this executive secre 
(ariat available to the newspaper which has agreed to hold the next meeting. The 
secretariat will have the following duties: 


l. To prepare a directory of the newspapers which have been represented at the 
meetings and agreed with their objectives. 


2. To form, maintain and add to the file of minutes and agreements deposited with 
it and to arrange for the following meeting. 


3. To invite to the meetings the other Latin American newspapers so as to increase 
the membership. 


4. To prepare the agenda of the meeting which is being organized and to forward to 
the other members the background materials related to the proposed agenda. 


H) To designate Dr Juan Gomez Martinez as president of the board of directors of 
the Second Meeting of Latin American Newspapers and as vicepresidents the delegates 
of EL UNIVERSAL of Mexico, LA PRENSA of Lima and LA NACION of Buenos Aires. The 
executive secretariat will fall to EL COMERCIO of Quito. 
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1) To accept the invitation from EL COMERCIO of Quito to hold the Third Meeting of 
Latin American Newspapers in that city in September 1982. 


J) To study means for institutionalizing the exchange of information agreed upon in 
Montevideo which was ratified during this second meeting. 


Medellin, 6 February 1982. 


The declaration is signed by Jorge Otero for EL DIA of Montevideo; Juan Gomez 
Martinez for EL COLOMBIANO of Medellin; Ariel Ramos for EL UNIVERSAL of Mexico; 
Alejandro Miro Quezada for EL COMERCIO of Lima; Huascar Cajias for LA PRESENCIA of 
La Paz; Humberto Vacas for EL COMERCIO of Quito, Mar Castro for EL CORREO of 

Lima; Emilio Enrique Ardissone for LA NACION of Buenos Aires; Arturo Salazar for 
LA PRENSA of Lima; Juan B. Fernandez for EL HERALDO of Barranquilla; Jose Ignacio 
Hernandez for LA REPUBLICA of Bogota; Jose Salgar for EL ESPECTADOR of Bogotz; 
Ignacio Restrepo Abondano for LA PATRIA of Manizales; Gonzalo Zuniga Torres for 

EL UNIVERSAL of Cartagena; Jose Elias —wie 1; EL DERECHO of Pasto; Luis Fernando 
Caicedo and Raul Echavaria for OCCIDENTE of i; Fabio Alfonso Lopez for LA TARDE 
of Pereira; Julio Palomino for PENSAMIENTO LLBRE of Cali; Francisco Lemos Arboleda 
for EL LIBERAL of Popayan and Guillermo Cortes Nunez for EXPRESO EXTRA of Lima. 


9204 
CSO: 5500/2128 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRAZIL SIGNS COMMUNICATIONS AGREEMENT WITH COLOMBIA 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 Mar 82 p 1! 


[Text] Bogota--Yesterday in Bogota, Brazilian Communications Minister 
Haroldo Correa de Mattos and Antonio Abello, his Colombian counterpart, 
signed an agreement between the two countries to develop programs for manpower 
training and general services in the communications field. According to 
Mattos, the programs will "seal the union between the two nations,” and for 
Abello, the treaty "is of great importance to relations between Brazil and 
Colombia." 


The agreement provides for interchange between specialists in the field to 
analyze rural telephone system problems, satellite communications, regulation 
of radiobroadcasting and the retransmission systen. 


"The expenses of the exchange of missions, international travel and meetings 
of specialists and technicians will be shared by the two governments,” the 
Colombian communications minister reported. The individuals to be entrusted 
with the execution of specific programs will be designated at a suitable 
time and "through diplomatic channels," according to the agreement. 


Mattos [met with] Carlos Lemos Simmonds, Colombian minister of foreign rela- 
tions. After signing the treaty yesterday with the Colombian compunicat ions 
minister, Mattos began a series of visits: to the facilities of the Erickson 
Company, where he met with businessmen; to the telecommunications centers 
of Medellin, Cali and Bogota, to observe their operations systems; and to 
the satellite transmission station at Choconta, 20 km north of the Colombian 
capital, considered one of the most important stations in Latin America. 

The minister will leave for Rio de Janeiro tomorrow. 


6362 
CSO: 5500/2148 
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BRAZIL 


DOMESTIC SATELLITE MAY BEGIN OPERATION IN EARLY 1985 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 2 Mar 82 p 18 


[Text] On his departure for Colombia, Communications Minister Haroldo Correa 
de Mattos said yesterday in Rio that he expects to see the country's first 
domestic satellite in place by the first quarter of 1985. He noted that two 
consortiums, one a U.S.-French consortium led by Aerospatiale of France, 

and the other a Canadian-America consortium led by Spar of Canada, presented 
proposals on 15 January, and they are being examined from a technical stand- 
point by EMBRATEL [Brazilian Telecommunications Company]. 


The minister stressed that "as soon as these examinations are concluded, then 
the other parameters in this decision will be considered, such as the transfer 
of technology and the ccupensation for the balance of trade." He added: 

"I have made a great point of not looking at the proposals until they have 
been screened by the engineers and economists.” 


Minister de Mattos is being accompanied on his trip to Colombia by Col Advaldo 
Botto, president of the Brazilian Post and Telegraph Company; Col Helvecio 
Gilson, president of EMBRATEL; General Alencastro, president of TELEBRAS 
[Brazilian Telecompunications, Inc]; and Arthur Ituassu, secretary for inter- 
national affairs of the ministry, as well as eight directors of manufactur- 
ing and service enterprises. 


According to the minister, the purpose of the visit is to sign the renewal, 
with some revisions, of the bilateral cooperation accord between Brazil and 
C,lombia. "The idea," he pointed out, "is to bring about some adjustments 

to nehance exchange between the two countries in the area of telecompunica- 
tions, not only in the provision of services but in the technical support 
sector. We have already had several Colombians training in our schools and 
observing our planning methods, and now we are going to resume these contacts. 
At the same time, we are returning the visit paid to Brazil by the Colombian 
communications minister at the end of last year.” 


6362 
CSO: 5500/2148 
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NICARAGUA 


BRIEFS 


RADIO 15 NEW BROADCASTS—Radio 15 September informs its listeners in general 
and our brothers in the Atlantic coast, that starting tomorrow, Monday, 

1 March, we shall broadcast a special program for al) Indian communities in 
our Atlantic coast. Our new program has been called, (Ayanmaskit) which 
translated to Spanish means unity of the five. This is the wity of our 
Nicaraguan brothers, the Miskitos, Sumos, Ramas, Ladinos and Criollos of the 
central region and the Pacific. Unity of the five, united in one fist to 
defeat communism. It will be broadcast at 2230 [0430 GMT] and 0630 [1230 GMT]. 
[Text] [PAO010434 (Clandestine) Radio 15 September in Spanish to Nicaragua 
0300 GMT 1 Mar 82] 


CSO: 5500/2151 








IRAN 


BRIEFS 


RADIO, TV ACHIEVEMENTS--Tehran, 6 Mar (IRNA)--Hojjat ol-Eslam Ruhani, the 
representative of the Legislative branch of the government (?0n the) council 
of the Yoice and Vision of the Islamic Republic (VVIR) held a press con- 
ference today. He said that some 36 hours of programmes are currently being 
produced in 11 different languages. Hojjat ol-Eslam Ruhani said that four 
shortwave transmitters would be installed during the next 30 months on the 
basis of a contract made with a Swiss company. The first, he said, was 
planned to start transmission in 14 months and would cover all of Iran. 

The other three cover all other points of the world. Mr Ruhani then spoke 
about the achievements of the VVIR in the techiical field and said that 
during the Iranian year 1360 (to the end March 21) Iranian technicians had 
been able to start some 50 television relay stations without help from 
foreigners and some 90 others were planned for next year. [LD070510 

Tehran IRNA in English [time and date not given LD] 


CSO: 5500/5336 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


MOBILE TELEPHONE EXCHANGES TO BE ESTABLISHED--Saudi Arabia is to set up 48 mobile 
telephone exchanges with a capacity of 18,000 lines to link remote regions with 
the Kingdom's major towns, the OPEC news agency reported recently. The Dutch 
electronics firm Philips and the Swedish company Ericson will establish the net- 
work under a $185 million contract with the Saudi Ministry of Telecommunications. 
[Text] [Paris AN-NAHAR ARAB REPORT & MEMO in English No 8, 22 Feb 82 p 8] 


CSO: 4700/771 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 





MEETING OF REGIONAL RADIO/TV DIRECTORS REPORTED 
Port Louis THE NATION in French 27 Jan 82 p l 


[Text] A conference was held at La Pirogue Hotel last week, bringing together 
radio and television directors from Reunion, Mauritius, Radio Seychelles, Radio 
Vanuatu, the local representative of UNESCO and Jean Telrault, from the UN In- 
formation Services. The purpose of the meeting was to draft a report on one of 
the subjects concerning South-North aspirations. It was the MBC [Mauritius 
Broadcasting Corporation] that was entrusted with the task of organization and 
a second meeting will take place around the middle of the year in order to put 
the final touches on preparations. 


The North-South dialogue has been the subject of discussion for a long time. 

Jean Telrault stated that it is mainly a problem of information. He has drafted 
a report for the Canadian Development Agency, which in turn presented it to the 
UN Information Services. He proposed that about a dozen television stations in 
the North each prepare a broadcast on the problems of the South, the population 
explosion, unemployment, commodity price problems and food problems. Last year, 
ten broadcasts were made and sent to several countries (New Zealand, Japan, 
Sweden, Belgium, France, Canada, the Federal Republic of Germany, Finland and 
Italy). It was estimated that a total of 100 million persons heard the programs. 
As a result, some awareness of Third World problems was created. The second 
phase of the program now consists of preparing seven programs on the topic of 
South-North aspirations. Regional conferences have been held in Colombo, Senegal, 
Tunis, New Delhi, Kuala Lumpur, Mauritius and Mexico. 


Following the broadcast of the programs with the participation of these stations, 
exchangeS are planned, The French Ministry of Cooperation assumed responsibility 
for sending the ten programs made in order that they be presented at French cul- 
tural centers throughout the world. In order to have a large audience, the MBC 
could initially plan to present the series at prime times. 





11,464 
CSO: 5500/5692 
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ETHIOPIA 


BRIEFS 


TELESERVICE WITH DJIBOUTI--Addis Ababa (ENA)--An improved telecommunications 
service was inaugurated yesterday linking the Republic of Djibouti and Socia- 
list Ethiopia. The new line was made operational with a conversation between 
Comrade Yussuf Ahmed, Minister of Transport and Communications and COPWE Cen- 
tral Committee member, and H.E. Mr. Idris Farah, Minister of Interior and 
Chairman of Posts and Telecommunications of the Republic of Djibouti. Both 
ministers expressed the view that the newly inaugurated telecommunications 
service would contribute towards the further strengthening of relations be- 
tween the two countries. The newly inaugurated communications link between 
Ethiopia and Djibouti guarantees efficient and reliable telephone, telex and 
telegraph contacts according to the Ethiopian Telecommunications Authority. 
[Text] [Addis Ababa THE ETHIOPIAN HERALD in English 4 Mar 82 p 1) 
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PHONE LINE EXPANSION PLANS DISCLOSED 


Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 17 Feb 82 p 3 


(Text] 


NAIROBI will soon have three new post 
offices, one each at Ronald Ngala Street, 


Buru Buru Estate and Nairobi West. 

The office at the Kenyatta National 
Hospital willbz extended. 

This was stated by Mr. Kipng'eno arap Ng'eny, 
the corporation's managing director while talking 
to a communication team of the National 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry yesterday. 

es eed de ntry “oes 
~ervices t the cou ° 

He said that outside Nairobi 7d —~ eee 
will be built at Thika, Watamu and Malindi. 

In Rift Valley Province new “9 offices will soon 
be built at Nandi Hills, K and Kabarnet. 

In Western Kenya, he said, plans were 
under way to complete the extension to Kisii por! 
office. Siava and Kakamega will have new 
insildings and Nyeri will have a new post office 
headquarters 

He said that the post office was dealing with 16 
million letters a year. 

Mr. Ng'eny said new telephone ~— from 
overseas was due to arrive next week. This equip- 
ment will be installed to provide additional 37,901 
lines ip the country, he said. 

Nairobi West will be provided with 4,000 new 
lines, Nairobi South 2,000, Gigiri 1,000, Embakasi 
¥), Ath: River 300 and Nyeri 800 new lines. 

The telephone service will be made automatic in 
most parts of the country, Mr. Ng’eny said. 


Uther towns to receive new telephone lines wil! 
be Nakuru and Makupea 3,000 each, Keruri 
(Lamuru atea) 2,400, Kabete and Changamwe 
2.000 lines each, he said 


_ Kericho - 1,000 lines and will have 
Subscriber T Dialling facilities. Kakamega 
will also be on STD with 800 new lines. 


Embu and Meru will also be on STD with 800 
and |,00) additional lines respectively. Malindi 
will get 1.000 new lines, Mr. Ng’eny said. 


cSO: 5500/5724 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


RURAL RADIO STATIONS--The Information and Broadcasting Ministry jointly with 
Unesco is starting a rural based pilot project radio station at Homa Bay, 
in Nyanza Province. Unesco will provide equipment while the Ministry will 
take care of the staff and the expenditure. The Nyanza Provincial Informa- 
tion Officer, Mr. J. K. Amolo said transmitting facilities have already 
been installed in buildings owned by the Kenya National Union of Teachers 
and are still being tested. The Homa Bay pilot project radio station has 
got the power of 10 wts and will transmit to an area of about 20 kms, from 
the station. Radios to be used, he added, will be those having very high 
frequency transmitting meters, only. Unesco will provide the first 100 
radio sets, before the Ministry brings in more radios. Mr. Amolo also 
said the station which will start its programmes at 5.45 p.m. every day 
except Sundays will be transmitting in Dholuo and added that the station 
will meanwhile be using the services of a programme producer from Kisumu 
regional radio station. Some of the programmes over the radio will include 
news from the National Service, regional news and local news. There will 
also be other programmes such as programmes on cultural, economic and 
political life of the local people. The official said it was the aim of 
the Ministry to set up radio stations closer to the people so as to inform 
the people as best as possible about what was happening all over world.-- 
KNA [Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 23 Feb 82 p 10] 


MAJOR MICROWAVE PROGRAM--The corporation, on its part, has ambitious plans 
to extend the reach of its telecommunications services, A major progiamme 
will involve the extension of microwave network linking Kitale, Lodwar and 
Juba in Southern Sudan which will replace the existing radio call system, 
Besides this programme, the corporation has plans underway for opening up 
more exchanges in rural areas, Another microwave project linking Nakuru 
with Eldoret and Kitale with a capacity of 960 channels which will improve 
the transmission of television signals is expected to be undertaken soon, 
Within the city itself, the corporation's workers have been busy digging 
trenches which the managing director of the corporation, Mr Kipng'eno arap 
Ng'eny says are intended to increase the telephone capacity in Nairobi by 
some 51,000 telephone lines, This in effect will double the capacity of 
the telephone network in the city. [Excerpt] [Nairobi THE WEEKLY REVIEW 
in English 26 Feb 82 p 28] 
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86,900 PHONE LINES--Telephone equipment worth millions of shillings has 
arrived in Mombasa from Japan on board Klaus Leonharjt. In hand to receive 
the equipment was Mr Kipng‘eno arap Ng‘eny, managing director of the Kenya 
Posts and Telecommunications Corporation. Mr Ng‘eny who was accompanied by 
the Kenya Ports Authority's deputy managing director Joshua Kegode, said the 
arrival of the equipment would ease the present number of telephone appli- 
cants in the wating list. The equipment, weighing 302,140 kgs and contained 
in 514 packages, will provide the country with 86,900 telephone lines. 
(Text] [Nairobi DAILY NATION in English 20 Feb 82 p 9] 


CSO: 5500/5724 
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MADAGASCAR 


BRIEFS 


RADIO,TV COOPERATION WITH NETHERLANDS—-On a routine visit to Madagascar, Vadern 
Willgen, ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the Netherlands to 
Antananarivo residing in Dar-es-Salaam, paid a protocol call yesterday morning 

on Bruno Rakotomavo, minister of information, ideological orientation and coop- 
eratives. The meeting, also attended by the Dutch consul in Antananarivo, dealt 
with bilateral relations, mainly in the field of radio broadcasting. The Nether- 
lands have just returned to the Democratic Republic of Madagascar the facilities 
of the Sabotsy-Namehana FM broadcasting station. The official ceremony will 
probably take place tomorrow, Wednesday, Minister Rakotomavo took advantage of 
the opportunity to remind his guest of the policy of the Revolutionary Government 
on information, education and mobilization through radio and television. Dutch- 
Malagasy cooperation in the field of radio is more than satisfactory. The minis- 
ter expressed the hope that cooperation might be expanded in the field of televi- 
sion. He informed his guest of the existing infrastructure for television: the 
Antananarivo/Fianarantsoa and Tulear main line of communications and the Maha- 
janga, Antsirabe and Toamasina rebroadcasting centers. Minister Rakotomavo then 
spoke of the role and complementary nature of means of information, including 
television, in development efforts. Problems of acquiring spare parts for tech- 
nical infrastructures in developing nations were also discussed during the meet- 
ing. [Text] [Tananarive MADAGASCAR-MATIN in French 9 Feb 82 p 2] 11,464 


CSO: 5500/5692 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


ITALIAN, SWEDISH COMPANIES ASSIST IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROJECT 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 10 Feb 82 p l 


[Text] A project to install a national telecommunications network for the 
coming decade has been under development for 8 months by Mozambican 
technicians with the technical assistance of foreign companies, one Italian 
and the other Swedish. Meanwhile everything is being done so that the new 
Maputo digital electronic central telex may begin to operate in April 1982 
to ensure domestic connections and more effective and rapid service with 
foreign countries. 


Jorge Barriga, director of planning for Mozambican Telecommunications, gave 

us this information. He also told us that the construction of a ground station 
from the city of Beira is also in the planning stage. The purpose of the 
current project for the construction of a new national telecommunications 
network is the expansion of modern installed systems or to make operative 

and reconstruct the entire system considered outdated and anachronistic. 


The Colonial Inheritance 


Planned by the Portuguese colonial government, the Posts, Telegraph and Tele- 
phone (CTT) organization, established in 1908, at that time the colony, 
naturally could not disregard the essential character of the regime in 

power and the telecommunications service was set up in terms of the same 
regime. 


Therefore all legislation and basic directions were worked out in detail and 
emanated from the metropole, which barred Mozambicans from access to higher 
positions, which were filled exclusively by higher Portuguese civil servants. 


The installation of the telecommunications systems during the colonial period 
was rather slow. These systems were planned in one place or another with no 
intention of setting up a united telecommunications network. 


Thus it was discovered at the time of national independence that the country 
had only 30,000 telephones, that is, one telephone for every 350 inhabitants. 


Composed for the most part of single wire circuits on bare wires (an obsolete 
system of transmission), of tandem-wire circuits and of low-quality 
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decametric wave circuits, this transmission system was partially modernized 
in 1964 with very limited expansion. A system of radiocommunications involv- 
ing tropospheric scattering was introduced, connecting some urban centers 
having a high concentration of colonists. 


On the other hand, the telephone exchanges had entirely outdated technology, 
with more than 100 hand-operated stations providing very poor quality service. 


To Attain Development 


The Minister of Posts, Telecommunications and Civil Aviation thinks that "the 
progressive introduction of a national network should satisfy the increasing 
demand arising from the development of all active sectors and bring the tele- 
phone to the country; it should include the telex and telegraphic service, 
the transmission of data and also radiobroadcasting of musical programs and 
television. Mozambican telecommunications sources disclose that the new 
Maputo digital electronic telex will be finished next April, and thus make it 
possible to normalize domestic connections. 


The new exchange which will make it possible to connect up to 1,260 lines 
between subscribers and junctions, will assure automatic service connection 
to more than a million subscribers throughout the entire world. 


The digital telex exchange will offer the most advanced technology and will 
offer subscribers more advantages, including, for example, notification of 
how long the conversation lasted. 


The development project of Mozambican telecommunications particularly anti- 


cipates improving and expanding the capacity of telephone and telex communica- 
tions between Beira and Zimbabwe. 


8870 
CSO: 5500/5689 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


COASTAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS NETWORK TO BE INSTALLED 
Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 3 Mar 82 p l 


[Text] A vast project aimed at installing a maritime telecommunications net- 
work along the Mozambican coast will soon be implemented, a source from the 
national directorate of maritime and river transportation told our reporter 
yesterday. 


This project has been entrusted to the Italian firm "TVR" and will include the 
installation of three coastal stations located in thé cities of Maputo, Beira 
and Nacala. 


The first station will be in Beira; all the necessary equipment is already 
available and the work can start without delay. 


The Maputo and Nacala stations will subsequently be installed. The equipment 
for the Maputo station should arrive in Mozambique soon, with only the confirma- 
tion of the shipment date awaited. 


The maritime telecommunications network in Mozambique is aimed at protecting 
human lives and the safety of vessels sailing along our coastline, including 
foreign trade navigation. 


The maritime telecommunications network will thus ensure permanent land-sea 
communications and vice-versa through telephone and telegraph systems (tele- 
phone and Morse). 


Additionally, the telecommunications network will possess the necessary equip- 
ment to broadcast weather conditions bulletins and advice to the various ves- 
sels in coastal and ocean navigation and also to fishing boats sailing within 
the People's Republic of Mozambique territorial waters. Maritime communica- 
tions presently are effected through local stations of limited reach which 

do not function adequately. 


The coastal stations to be installed in each area of the country will have 
a prescribed coverage, but will be able to communicate among them if necessary. 


In order to guarantee the operation and maintenance of the entire system, the 
Italian firm "TRV" has signed a contract with the People's Republic of Mozambique 
aimed at providing professional training to Mozambicans. The training program 
will be comprehensive, beginning with the installation of the maritime tele- 
communications network and including the system's start of operations. 

CSO: 5500/5718 
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CYPRUS 


NEW STATION TO BE CONNECTED TO INDIAN OCEAN SATELLITE 
Nicosia CYPRUS MAIL in English 26 Feb 82 p 3 


(Text) In three months Cyprus gets a new earth satellite station connected 
to the Indian Ocean telecommunications satellite, 


The new station will cover the Far East, South East Asia, Australia, New 
Zealand, Indonesia and India. 


The staticn will have telephone and television links with the satellite, 


Some of the equipment has come and work has started and should be completed 
by next June. The existing Makarios station at Kakoratzia is connected 
with the Atlantic Ocean satellite. 


Officials told the Cyprus Maib that the cost of the new station will be 
about bl million which will be paid off in three years, 


The equipment is supplied by a French trading house which submitted the 
lowest tender, Other tenders came from the UK, USA, Canada, Japan and 
Italy. 


The new station will have a dish 33 ft in diameter and although its capacity 
will be 60 channels, it will start operating on 30 channels. 


The first satellite station opened in October 1980 is now operating very 
successfully, officials said, 


Makarios station is of American design and cost 83.25 million. Its dish is 
100 ft in diameter and its maximum capacity is 300 channels. Until now only 
85 circuits have been filled. 


This station covers Atlantic shore countries in Europe, Africa and America, 


Cyprus is in a prime geographical poc (tion for connecting with two of the 
three international telecommmications satellites, 
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The Pacific Ocean satellite is out of range for Cyprus. 
The station's antenna farm at Kakoratzia is controlled by CYTA (Cyprus 


Telecommunications Authority). It has an area of 50 hectares which can 
accommodate five stations. 


CSO: 5500/5335 
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FINLAND 


NURDIC COUNCIL INITIATES NEW EFFORT FUR TV SATELLITE 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 16 Feb 82 p 7 
[Article: "New Initiative on TV Satellite"] 


[Text] A new initiative on radio and TV cooperation between the Nordic countries 
was presented to the Nordic Council. According t» the initiative the governments 
of Finland, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden should erter into negotiations for the ac- 
complishment of an agreement on the continuation of radio and TV as well as tele- 
cooperation on the basis of transmissions via satellites. 


In Finland the proposal was signed by MP's Elsi Hetemaki-~Vlander (Conservative), 
Sinikka Karhuvaara (Conservative), Arvo Kemppainen (Communist), Eeva Kuuskost ‘- 
Vikatmaa (Center Party), and Arvo Salo (Social Democrat). It was also signed by 
members cf the council from Norway, Iceland, and Sweden. 


Behind this proposal is th» desire to continue the development of radio and tele- 
vision cooperation betweer. the Nordic countries after Denmark decided that it will 
not participate in the Nordsat project, which has been negotiated since 1975. Ac- 
cording to the initiative development work should not be interrupted because of 
the Danish decision. 


According to the proposal the governments of the other four Nordic countries should 
now continue the development of a satellite distribution system. Also attention 
should be given to the fact that the system is also suitable for other communica- 
tion services. 


We are proceeding from the fact that Sweden's planned tele-X project, in which Fin- 
land and Norway intend to participate, can provide valuable experence for this joint 
project if it cannot be directly integrated into the system, state those who made 
the proposal. 


A membership proposal will come up at a meeting of the Nordic Council's education 
committee on 28 February. It will also be discussed at the Nordic Council’s 30th 
session, which begins on 1 March. 


10576 
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FRANCE 


TELEMATICS INDUSTRY VIEWS FUTURE APPLICATIONS, AT&T CASE 
Paris ZERO-UN INFORMATIQUE HEBDO in French 4 Jan 82 pp 6-7 
[Article by Luc Fayard: “French Outlook: Success and Uncertainty” | 


[Excerpts | At the dawn of this new year, the outlook for the development of 
telematics continues to be ncertain. The political change that took place in 
May 1981 has not fundamentally put to question again the major options, and the 
General Diicctorate for Telecommunications [ per ] is pursuing its promotion policy, 
with the orientational differences, however, that have been repeatedly mentioned 
in these columns (voluntarism, developmental priority to the professional and 
group market, etc). However, the telematics industry is maintaining a cautious 
attitude, while present and future users of videotex still manifest a relative 
indifference. The press as a whole is raising cries of alarm, fearing especial- 
ly the potential shifting of advertising budgets towards these new “telepro- 
cessed media" which it would not control. What then is the telematics outlook 
in France? 


The first certainty is that the different programs being put into effect by the 
DGT will be implemented in the domain of specialized networks; Transpac has 
proven an unqualified success (19 switchers, 7,200 requests for connections to 
the system, 125 data banks) and provides a service of appreciable quality. 


The Telecom 1 program, which will enhance this type of services, now seems as- 
sured with the most recent successful launch of Ariane, its future launcher. 


Scheduled to become operational in 1983, this service will be tested in 1982 by 
way Of pilot experiments on the Perisat network, which uses Telecom 1 prototype 
equipment and the European OTS [expansion unknown] experimental satellite. 


Public network videotex testing throughout the Velizy-Versailles zone will, for 
its part, be continued to the end of this year. Witii the creation of the 
Teletev T3V Subscribers Association, it has just chalked up a major first, in 
that, it is undoubtedly one of the world's rare associations of telematics users. 


Other group-type telematics experimental services, like Cititel (see ZERO-UN 


INFORMATIQUE HEBDO No 675, 14 Dec 81), and professional-types, are numerous (see 
list), and 1982 should therefore see intensive activity in this .-eld. 
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The balance sheet will undoubtedly be upbeat, the more so in that user-oriented 
and monitor groups are coming into being almost everywhere. The Telematics Test 
Tracking Commission thus finds its role borne out, while the National Assembly 
has formed a Telematics Study Group. To say nothing, of course, of the different 
studies being made within professional groups (the press, agriculture, the legal 
profession, etc). 


A European Standard 


As Jacques Dondoux, head of the DGT recently pointed out, 300,000 new terminals 
will be ordered this year, and the goal of 500,000 videotex terminals for profes- 
sional use by 1986, as well as that of the electronic directory program, are being 
maintained. 


Another unquestionable and promising success has been the formulation by the CEPT 
[ European Conference of PTT's [ Posts, Telephones and Telegraph | | of a dual- 
standard videotex norm bringing together the friendly French and British rivals, 
Prestel and Teletel. 


This is an important contribution to the opening up of the European market. 
Meanwhile, the French firms are continuing their penetration of the American 
market. Telesystemes has just formed, together with the Metropolitan Life company, 
a jointly owned subsidiary, Videodial. 


Telesystemes had already signed, in 1981, a memorandum of understanding with 
Metropolitan, which is no less than the world's second largest insurance company 
and which has extensive data processing activities, particularly through its 
subsidiary DTSS [ expansion unknown | Inc. Videodial, with headquarters in New 
York, will be a marketing organization for the sale of French videotex operating 
techniques on the American market. The company will offer that market services 
from a videotex transmission center having the same characteristics as those 
being offered in France by Telesysteme's Eurodial transmission center. 


We also cite the example of Unitel, which has opened, at Anaheim, California, a 
subsidiary under the name of Unitex Systems Inc. for the sale and installation of 
videotex and teletext equipment and for the study and furnishing of turnkey 
installations. 


Working in cooperation with the subsidiaries of TDF [French Television Network | 
(Antiope & Telematics Corp, Alphatel, and Signatech), the DGT, Cap Sogeti, CCS 
[expansion unknown ], and the daily LES ECHOS, this company has already been 
given the responsibility for various installations in Los Angeles (CBS and NBC), 
Louisville and New York (Dow Jones). 


CIT [ International Telephone Company }-ALCATEL Alsatian Company for atomic, 
Telecommunications and Electronic Construction |, for its part, has signed an 
agreement with the American company Lynch Communications Systems Inc. 


Under this agreement, Lynch will incorporate CIT equipment, such as the elec- 
tronic directory terminal, in the systems it develops. 
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The Disturbing Shadow of AT&T 


Towering over these hopes, however, is the disturbing shadow of a giant, that of 
AT&T, the Number One in the world of telecommunications. The recent "“deregula- 
tion" policy put into effect in the United States by the Reagan administration 
will, once it is definitely established, effectively free AT&T's hands to hem 
in the telematics services market. It is therefore probable that if a standard 
is to be adopted by the American market in the domain of videotex it will be the 
standard that AT&T is now in the process of concocting. 


In this case, not much hope is left for foreign competitors, unless they special- 
ize in a very specific niche, such as bottom-of-the-line terminals, or, antipo- 
dally, highly sophisticated ones. 





Certain Other Questions 


Besides these sources of concern for French industries, there are certain other 
questions. Although French videotex technology appears to be reliable, it also 
appears to be limited in certain of its characteristics by comparison with other 
common systems; for example, the Canadian videotex system, Telidon. 


This concerns principally French videotex's extremely limited graphical defini- 
tion: The Teletel page is in effect a matrix of 72 x 80 points, while most of 
the color graphics consoles on the data processing market offer a minimum resolu- 
tion of 1,024 x 1,024 points. Its other weakness concerns its transmit/receive 
speed (75/1,200 bps), which must be rapidly improved. 


The second question concerns the future architecture of videotex system networks. 
How will they be configured when it comes to handling several million terminals 
engaged in decidedly more complex uses of facilities than a simple telephone 
voice conversation? This is perhaps the fundamental technical problem and it 
will not be easy to resolve. 


A final question concerns the integration of office automation and data telepro- 
cessing, with respect in particular to the local networks. Who can guarantee a 

certain degree of coherence, to say nothing of compatibility, between these two 

different worlds? 


The Essential Unknown 


The foregoing question may perhaps be answered by the definitive development of 
the draft standardization projet for interconnection of open systems, as drawn up 
by the ISO [ International Standards Organization ]. Although it is undoubtedly 
naive to assume that a standard can actually resolve a problem! It is generally 
only after conflicts of interest and industrial and marketing problems have been 
resolved that the standard finally makes its appearance. 


The essential unknown, in the final analysis, remains the attitude of the users-- 
the general public and the professionals--toward the new services as a whole that 
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are being offered them. It is always difficult to innovate, but as Jacques 
Dondoux points out: “What are likely to have been the thoughts of the first user 
of a telephone instrument?” 


Telecom 1 Service 


Telecom 1 will provide to business firms and government agencies, on a 24-hour 
basis, one-way Or two-way, point-to-point or multipoint, digital transmission 
circuits, at speeds ranging from 2.4 kbits/sec to 30 x 64 kbits/sec. 


These circuits can interconnect any point to any other point throughout the 
French territory. They are provided only for the duration of each use and are 
assigned on a call-by-call or on an advance-reservation basis. Billable times 
are those for which the circuit is up. 


The service is subdivided into two major categories: 


--SCD [ Dynamic Communications Service ], in which all interconnected points can 
transmit and receive simultaneously. It is provided by way of equipment for 
accessing the sateliite network and used either exclusively by the establishment 
concerned or shared among several establishments. 


--SCM [ One-Way Communications Service ], in which the interconnected terminals can 
only receive. It is provided to all points equipped with a receiving terminal 
(antenna plus receiving equipment bay); transmission is from a transmission 
center via Telecom l. 


From an overall standpoint, the services provided can be limited to the mere 
furnishing of transparent digital links, include certain added functions such as 
message switching or the supplying of concentrators, or even, in certain cases, 
be of a turnkey type, like, for example, video-conference or high-speed facsimile 
services. 


The quality of service offered will be analogous to that of land-based digital 
systems: Transmitted bit error rates will be better than 107© over 99 percent 
of the time. The user will have the option of subscribing to a higher quality 
service that provides an improved bit error rate of 1079 over 99 percent of the 
time. 


The waiting period for connection of SCM facilities to a site is expected to be 2 
months; the period for connection of SCD facilities could theoretically not exceed 
12 months. 
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FRANCE 


COMPANIES SIGN CONTRACTS TO IMPLEMENT OFFICE AUTOMATION 
Paris LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE in French 8 Feb 82 p 49 
[Article by Anne-Marie Rocco: "The Launching of the ‘Office Automation Plan'"} 


[Text] A new office strategy is taking shape. From early govern- 
ment decisions, it appears that the "new look" plan will revolve 
around three kinds of action. 


Nearly Fr 30 billion in 1982 in western Europe: the "budding" office automation mar- 
ket (word processing, telephonics, mail processing, telecopiers, reprographics, and 
information theory spinoffs) already has people licking their chops. The electronics 
specialists were right: IBM [International Business Machines], Xerox, Olivetti, Olyn- 
pia, and Triumph Adler have long been putting their pawns in place around the new, 
white-collar information-processing consumers. Since last fall, several computer 
manufacturers, and not the smallest ones, have joined them: NCR [National Cash Regis- 
ter], Hewlett-Packard, Digital Equipment, and Burroughs. 


The Latest Thing 


In France, too, office automation is in style. On 3 February, the Information Proces- 
sing Agency, which is part of the ministry of Industry, sponsored a colloquium on the 
means of installing office automation in business, and private seminars on the same 
subject are quite the rage. But industry, strangely, seems to be taking fewer ini- 
tiatives along these lines. However, some files submitted to CODIS [Committee for 

the Development of Strategic Industries] for the Office Automation Plan recently had 
an effect. After CGE [General Electrical Equipment Company] (through its subsidiary. 
Alcatel Electronics) signed an agreement on 10 May, two new CODIS contracts were 


signed with IER /Results Printing and Recording/ and, very recently, with 
Intertechnique. An information processing service company, SESA /Society for 
Automation Systems Studies/ (a 4S percent subsidiary of the CGE group) should 
also receive a government ondorsement soon. From these initial decisions, it 
appears that the Office Automation Plan "new look" will revolve around three 
kinds of action. 


On very specific subjects, several jobs could be given the go-ahead very quickly. 

The ITER Company (Fr 58 million business volume), which specializes in making plane- 
ticket printers, has benefited from this kind of rapid procedure. It is receiving 
public funds in the amount of about Fr 15 million and pledges to invest the same sum 
to adapt its products to the office automation market and build a new factory near 
Besancon. Among the next beneficiaries, SESA (Fr 255 million business volume), which 
distinguished itself in the installation of the Transpac public data network, appears 
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to be about to receive aid for the deyelopment of its most recent project: elec- 
tronic mail, "These are very well-developed sectors and within the scope of the 
PME [Small and Medium-Sized Businesses]," the ministry of Industry says, "Good 
projects of this type are not lacking." 


The agreement signed with Intertechnique is different in nature: it does not involve 
the development of a particular product but a general industrial activity. Inter- 
technique has pledged to increase its information-processing volume by 40 percent 
(Fr 280 million out of a total business volume of Fr 635 million) and to limit the 
distribution of dividends for the duration of the contract. The group directed by 
Mr Jacques Maillet is receiving in exchange Fr 85 million of public funds, which 
will help finance a project whose total cost comes to Fr 418 million; the rest will 
come from self-financing and an increase in capital. The substance of it is to 
create several hundred jobs in the Montpellier region and to give the computers 
made by Intertechnique an office-automation "coloration." Intertechnique is a 
special case. "We are the only Freneh manufacturer of information-processing sys- 
tems that has not been nationalized,"' Mr Maillet admitted. It is also the most 
profitable, at 5.2 percent. A special exception had to be made for it. 


For the rest, the implementation of an office-automation strategy will be done by 
nationalized companies. Among these, Alcatel Electronics is the only one to have 

a signed and sealed CODIS contract which obliges it to bring its office automation 
activity up to Fr 12 billion by 1985. It is supposed to develop independently or 
through participation a certain number of products such as telecopiers and word pro- 
cessors, as well as data banks and mail processors. A large unknown remains: pro- 
ject financing. "Alcatel Electronics going into the stock market was provided for 
in our contract,"' CGE explained. "Obviously, that is now out of the question. It 
remains to be decided what kind of capital contribution will be made after nation- 
alization." 


CGE will not be the only pole of development of office automation in the nationalized 
sector. Other candidates are not lacking. The previous administration had a favo- 
rite, Olivetti, which had the advantage of important participation in CII-Honeywell- 
Bull and Logabax. The Socialist administration has a different 

one: Thomson-CSF and its subsidiary, SEMS [Electrical, Mechanical 

and Signal Society], recently confirmed as one of the leaders 


in office automation. A private company should not be overlooked: Jeumont-Schneider, 
which took control of Secre (a manufacturer of telecopiers and word processors) and 
Cerci, an information-processing company, thus showing the interest it has in office 
automation. "Jeumont-Schneider," the administration says, "has one of the best per- 
forming telephonics departments and will be called upon to play an important part." 
But whoever the elect may be, one of the elements of doctrine has already been de- 
fined: "The roles will be distributed much less widely than before. We must avoid 
duplication." 


8782 
CSO: 5500/2120 


40 














FRANCE 


FIRMS REORIENT PLANS FOR DATA PROCESSING DEVELOPMENT 
Paris L'USINE NOUVELLE in French 21 Jan 82 p 40 


[Article by Daniel Lacotte and Claire Blandin] 


[Tex:] Thomson and CII-HB working together form the cornerstone of French 
minicomputer processing, under the guidance of the former, and without the 
Americans. 


The industrial specialty concept, so dear to the heart of the Mauroy government, has 
just found a first application in the electronics sector. The objectives are to 
give France a real technologic independence, and sufficient weight to stem the 
American and Japanese assaults. The consequence is a shift in the strategy of 
Thomson and Saint-Gobain. 


To begin with, in the minicomputer sector, the Ministry of Industry last week issued 
a verdict without appeal: no technology trading with America, but a willingness not 
to reopen the issue of acquisition strategy on the part of American companies for 
four months (Fortune System in microcomputers, for instance). We remember that Sems 
(direct subsidiary of Thomson-CSF) had considered an association with the SEL 
Company (subsidiary of the Gould Group). But the government has refused to approve 
this agreement “in light of the CLI-HB case and of the difficulties that such 
agreements could create over the long term.” The government then asked Thomson and 
CLI-HB to “jointly explore a concrete collaboration to develop, manufacture, and 
sell minicomputers.”~ 


In this project, for which 600 million francs will be released, “Sems will play a 
key role.” Which amounts to saying that the French minicomputer cornerstone will 
henceforth be under Thomson's authority. By 1985, the aim of this national project 
is to perfect basic processors which could be “enhanced” (with peripherals and 
software) by the various French manufacturers: Sems and CII-HB of course, but 

also R2E, Intertechnique, Sfena-DSI, or Logabax. 


The second strategy shift concerns Saint-Gobain. This group will be unburdened of 
all its electronics sector so as to refocus its attention on conventional activities 
(see figure). CII-HB, R2E, and Logabax, whict. through the Compagnie des Machines 
Bull were in the hands of Saint-Gobain, will be controlled by a new financial 
holding company, whose capital will gradually move into the hands of the state. 
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Business for the first half of 1981: 24.3 billion francs. Of the 1981 turnover 
(51 billion francs), data processing represents nearly 14 percent (7 billion). 


Key: (A) Piping and mechanical 
(3) Paper and wood 
(C) Enterprises 
(D) Data processing 
(E) Miscellaneous 
(F) Glass 
(G) Insulation 
(H) Fibers for reinforcement and conditioning 
(1) Cement-fibers 


It remains to be seen what the government will decide for the Italian compauay 
Olivetti (30 percent of which is controlled by Bull), which was to become che office 
automation arm of Saint-Gobain: the Ministry of Industry has just indicated that 
the leading role in this matter would rather belong to Thomson. 


Another problem which remains unresolved is the 47 percent participation of the 
American firm Honeywell in CLi-HB. It seems understood that Honeywell will 
gradually withdraw. If not, the government would then pay the firm 250 million 
dollars, which would certainly increase the bill. 


Things are not fully settled for components. Here again, Thomson would be expected 
to take the lion's share. 


And finally, two cornertones will be maintained in the telephone sector for a few 
years: Thomson on one hand, and CGE (with its CIT-Alcatel subsidiary) on the other. 
Louis Mexandeau, minister of PTT, terms this situation “relatively positive.” The 
fate of CGCT will have to be settled. 
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Saint-Gobain: Return to Square One 


Unburdened of data processing, Saint-Gobain will once again find itself involved 
solely in its traditional activities (glass, insulation, piping, conditioning, 
paper, and wood). While these will not provide the sare growth potential as data 
processing, the group will be in a position to exercise its full financial means and 
experience. 


A first example will be Saint-Gobain's increasing role in the wood sector 

(49 percent participation in a new company for plywood and composition board, 
resulting from the merger of Rougier, Bois Deroules Ocean, and Landex, which in turn 
was a Groupland repurchase through an intermediate subsidiary, specializing in the 
manufacture of Landes pine goods). 
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FRANCE 


INQUIRY REVEALS DATA PROCESSING SPENDING IN MID-PYRENEES 
Paris ZERO UN INFORMATIQUE HEBDO in French 1 Feb 82 p 8 


[Unsigned article: “Data Processing Spending of Small and Medium-Sized Enterprises 
in the Mid-Pyrenees Region” |] 


[Text] During 1980, PME (small and medium-sized enterprises) in the Mid-Pyrenees 
have spent a total of nearly 370 million FF for data processing equipment and 
services. These are the findings of a poll conducted among the suppliers in the 
region. 


Administrative management is still the foremost domain for the use of data 
processing, since it represents 87 percent of the total PME spending. In this area, 
equipment purchases constitute 58 percent of these expenses, leaving a significant 
17 percent for custom processing or office services. Word processing makes a 
tentative appearance, but is presently limited to electronic typewriters with 
memory, and in some cases, to somewhat more advanced machines. 


For its part, data processing for production management is not significantly 
developed, and production automation tests are still isolated phenomena. 
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Administrative management 
Production management 
Word processing 

Others 

Total 

Number of enterprises 
Turnover (in thousand FF) 
Staff and organization 
Equipment sales 

Standard software sales 
Custom software sales 
Data processing training 
Custom processing 
Maintenance and repairs (1) 
Supplies 

Environment 

Total 


The figures in this category are not available. 
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FRANCE 


STUDY OUTLINES CURRENT, FUTURE TELECOMMUNICATIONS EXPORTS 
Paris ZERO UN INFORMATIQUE HEBDO in French 25 Jan 82 p 35 


[Unsigned article: “The World Market for Telecommunications Equipment: Greater 
Competition” ] 


[Excerpts] The development of telematics and the effort made by France in the 
telephone equipment sector, should have a favorable effect on French industry 
exports. But do they? A study published in the bulletin of the Institute of 
Economic and Social Research for Telecommunications (IREST), reviews the 
international telecommunications market. 


French Exports 


With a 1980 business turnover of 2.7 billion FF, the French telecommunications 
industry covers about 6 percent of the world market open to competition (which 
itself represents somewhat less than 30 percent of the total market). And whereas 
as part of the total 1980 turnover, exports represented only 18 percent of the 
industry's resuts, a significant increase has been recorded in export orders during 
the last two years. 


Amounting to nearly 5 billion FF in 1980, export orders correspond to more than 

25 percent of the total recorded by French companies in this sector. This is 
important if we consider the coming trends, since the business turnover for a given 
year depends as a first approximation, on the orders re-eived during the two 
preceding years. 


In 1979 and 1980, the number of orders for telephone exchanzes increased 
considerably, reflecting in concrete terms the French technologic breakthrough in 
time switching. The successes achieved in this domain are particularly promising, 
because they are at the same time the key which opens a wider market for diversified 
telephone equipment, and the one which often locks up the market of a country. 


Switching has thus constituted nearly 30 percent of the 1980 export orders. 
Large orders for underwater cable (France-Greece, Senegal-Portugal, and 


Portugal-Morocco) have also been filled in 1980 (15 percent of all the export 
orders). 
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Geographic distribution of French exports from the major telecommunicaions companies 
in 1980. 


Key: (A) Latin America 

(B) Middle East 

(C) North America 

(D) Asia/Oceania 

(E) Europe 

(F) Africa 

(G) Amount of orders entered in 1980: 4190 MF (+75 MF not 
assigned geographically) 

(H) Turnover achieved in 1980: 2334 MF (+395 MF not assigned 
geographically) 


Source: DAII/DGT (Directorate for International Industrial Affairs/General 
Directorate for Telecommunications) 


Good results have aiso been obtained in the digit-* and analog radio transmission 
field (15 percent of total orders). 


And while Africa (28 percent) and Europe (37 percent) play an important role in the 
export business, the number of orders--whose size makes it possible to estimate the 
upcoming business--has increased significantly in the Middle East, and slightly in 
North Amer’ thus reflecting the efforts of French companies to enter the American 
market. 


A stronger position in our activity in Asia and North America is absolutely 
necessary, if we are to benefit from the large markets which will open in those 
countries during the next 10 years. 
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LOCAL COMPUTER PROJECT SHOWS NEW TELEMATICS POLICY DIRECTION 
Paris LE NOUVEL ECONOMISTE in French 15 Feb 82 p 42 


[Article by Sophie Seroussi: “The Nantes Idea”) 


[Text] After having invaded some 2500 homes in the Velizy region, telematics is 
launching an assault on city halls. On its own initiative, the city of Nantes is 
the first to benefit from a collective telematics network. A study of the 
municipality had shown that of the 1000 daily information requests made at City 
Hall, 15 percent did not fall within its jurisdiction. 


To deal with this problem, Telem-Nantes--as it is called--is responsible for 
informing the city’s 260,000 inhabitants about the usages and customs of the 
community. How do you obtain a building permit? Where do you find a place to play 
music? Where do you enroll your child in school if you have moved during the school 
year? Who teaches diving or yoga? Telem has an answer for everything, or nearly. 
All you have to do is ask one of the 14 terminals already installed in public 
buildings such as the City Hall and its annexes, the post office, the National HLM 
(Low-Cost Housing Program) Office, the Youth Information Center, and so on. Sixteen 
others will be installed by April. Matra and Thomson supply the terminals, 
Cli-Honeywell Bull the central processor, and Steria, which had already been 
involved in Velizy, the programs. 


Entirely free, this information service is consulted like a book. Always present on 
the color screen, a directory provides code numbers for categories. There are ten 
in all: municipal administrative services, teaching and education, sports, 
recreation and cultural resources, social and health services, building and housing, 
transportation, senior citizens, unions, mail services. The user types in the 
appropriate code on a keyboard, and in a few seconds receives the information. 


For instance: the first query produces the recreation page, the second brings up 
the dance page, and the third supplies the addresses for tap dancing classes. 
Nearby, assistants are ready to help users become familiar with this man-machine 
dialog. “We want the citizens of Nantes to willingly adopt this new form of 
communication between themselves and public services. They should never feel 
coerced,” explained Maurice Jeanneau, the psychosociologist responsible for the 
Telem experiment. Four thousand pages of infcrmation are already available to the 
public, and she plan calls for 12,000 pages, with the possibility of adding 
complementary information. 





The cost of the project for the City of Nantes is 3 francs of initial investment per 
inhabitant, and 2 francs per inhabitant for operations. DCT (General Directorate 
for Telecommunications) and eventually DATAR (General Delegation for Territorial 
Development and Regional Action) participate in financing. 


Serving as a pilot experiment for other municipalities, Telem-Nantes sets the tone 
for the new telematics policy. Priority is given to collective applications and 
public services, before the installation of terminals in all French homes. In 
Velizy, however, being able to make train reservations or place an order with 

La Redoute department store, while warm and cozy in one's slippers, was found to be 
very attractive. After the initial period for getting acquainted, service calls are 
now pouring in regularly at a rate of 70,000 per month on the average. The typical 
profile for the most frequent users is a young married couple with children. The 
telematics generation has obviously arrived. 
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PRIVATE FIRM CONDUCTS COUNTRY'S FIRST SATELLITE TV TESTS 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 23 Feb 82 p 4 
[Article: "Satellite TV in Test Stage in Oslo"] 


[Text] Satellite television is a reality in Oslo, although it is only in the 
test stage. On Monday the Janco Electronic A/S antenna company conducted a 
25-minute test broadcast to about 50,000 Osle households. Few people saw the 
program, however, because it was not announced in advance. Test broadcasts 
will continue this week each day between 1600 and 1700. On 1 March Janco 
Electronic will begin regular test broadcasts with even programs. 


Yesterday's program was broadcast via the company's main facility at Grefsen 
which serves about 73,000 customers in Oslo. The broadcast began at 1630 with 
information on the test, followed by a fiim on the launching of an Apollo 
rocket and landing on the moon. The program ended after just over 25 minutes. 


"The broadcasts this week are merely technical test broadcasts," Per Flomnilsen 
of Janco Electronic told AFTENPOSTEN. "The idea is to test the technical 
picture quality, which was relatively good on Monday. In addition to rocket 
and moon pictures, several graphics were shown presenting information on the 
test. We will conduct similar tests of varying length throughout the week, 

all between 1600 and 1700 in the afternoon. 


Janco Electronic A/S serves over 73,000 households in Oslo. Only about 

50,000 of these can receive the test broadcasts because several housing 
cooperatives do not have amplifiers connected to the antenna for reception of 
OTS satellite broadcasts. The number will increase gradually as the individual 
housing cooperatives choose to install the service. 


Janco Electronic has no information on the content of the test broadcasts during 
the remainder of this week. In other words, it is not a good idea to sit in 
front of the television after work and wait for intertainment. 


"Next week, however, the programing will be different. At that time we will 
present more detailed information on the programing,” Flomnilsen said. 
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NORWAY 


WORLD-FIRST LONG DISTANCE-DIRECT DIAL SHIP PHONE LINK STARTS 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 23 Feb 82 p 4 
[Article by Rolf L. Larsen] 


[Text] Eik, Rogaland, 22 Feb--The world's first official direct dialed 
telephone call to a ship was made at Eik, Rogaland, on Monday. Transport and 
Communications Minister Inger Koppernaes was in charge of this important event 
in telecommunications history as she opened the world's first completely 
automatic and Europe's first shore-to-ship station. It took only several 
seconds from the time she lifted the receiver and dialed a 13-digit number 
before Captain Johan Skorge and Kjell Lorentzen on the 350,000 ton Berge 
Enterprise were on the line. 


The conversation was conducted by way of a satellite 36,000 km above the 
Atlantic Ocean and the connection between the transport and communications 
minister and the two sailors was crystal clear. The Berge Enterprise was near 
Angola off the western coast of Africa. 


"The possibility of communicating with land 24 hours per day in several seconds 
by direct dialing is an important step for safety at sea," the captain said 
over the telephone. The transport and communications minister stated in her 
opening address that rates for such satellite communications calls are too high 
at present for ordinary social contact between sailors and their families on 
land. At present it costs 40 kroner per minute for a satellite call, while 

a normal radio telephone call by way of Rogaland radio, for example, costs 
about 13 kroner per minute. Sales tax is added to both these figures if the 
call is made from land. 


The communications system will be of great importance for the competitive 
strength of the Norwegian shipping industry, however. "Our shipping industry 
is more and more dependent on an efficient and reliable system of communica- 
tions for effective operation. For this reason, I believe that the new system 
will be extremely useful for shipping in the years to come," the transport and 
communications minister said. 
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60 Norwegian Ships 


The Eik ground station is part of the INMARSAT international maritime satellite 
organization which began operating in February. The next phase in the system 
is three satellites in orbit 36,000 km over the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific 
Ocean, and the Indian Ocean. The final phase is the installation of stations 
on board ships. There are now about 1,100 ships throughout the world with 
satellite terminals. About 60 Norwegian ships have such equipment on board 
today. 


The National Telecommunications Service has invested 38 million kroner in the 
ground station at Eik, which was produced by A/S Elektrisk Bureau after open 
international bidding. The station is a Nordic project and is operated in 
conjunction with the telecommunications administrations of Denmark, Finland, 
Iceland, Sweden, and Norway. Operating expenses will be divided among the 
Nordic countries according to usage. 


“Satellite communications make it possible to offer the shipping industry and 
off-shore companies modern telecommunications. Telephone calls and telex 
communications can be mace automatically both to and from ships. It will be 
possible to transmit data and facsimile information over the telecommunications 
network. In emergency situations calls will be routed directly to a rescue 
station. Maritime satellite communications will be an integral part of the 
future global emergency and safety system. AMVER reports and medical advice 
will be transmitted free of charge,” director general Kjell Holler of the 
Telecommunications Service stated at the Eik opening. 


"It has been stated that maritime satellite communications costs more than it 
is worth. This may appear to be true on the surface, when the cost is com- 
pared to the rates for conventional radio service. It must be understood, 
however, that the transition to satellite communications is also a transition 
to broader use of automation and new technology which permits new services and 
much faster transmission rates. The cost per call for using maritime satellite 
communications will drop as the volume increases, in contrast to conventional 
maritime communications," Kjell Holler said. 


Bragging Rights to EB 

The opening at Eik represents a triumph for Norwegian industry,” acting direc- 
tor of the Telecommunications Service Ole Johan Haga said. "The manufacturer, 
A/S Elektrisk Bureau, was granted the contract after open international bidding. 
The technical system behind INMARSAT and the operational demands on the station 
have required the development of much new equipment, the use of ultramodern 
technology, and the increased application of microprocessors. Elektrisk Bureau 
has solved these problems in an extremely satisfactory manner. All the equip- 
ment and software in the station operated according to specifications. 
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SWITZERLAND 


TELEVISION SATELLITE TRANSMISSIONS PLANNED FOR 1987 
Genev? JOURNAL DE GENEVE in French 24 Feb 82 p 11 


[Article py Anne-Marie Ley: "$166 Million for Television via Satellite--Tel-Sat: 
Beginning of Broadcasting Perhaps in 1987--Will the Swiss Be the First in Europe?"] 


[Text] Bern--Tel-Sat, the Swiss television-via-satellite project, could start its 
first broadcasts in 1987--provided, of course, that the Federal Council grant its 

concession in 1982. Jean-Claude Nicole, president of Tel-Sat, is going ahead and, 
while awaiting the green light from Bern, is continuing to work on this project. 

In the capital yesterday, he reviewed the situation as it stands at present. 


"The Tel-Sat company was established in May 1980 by 14 communications-sector firms, 
newspaper publishers, advertising firms, as well as the Swiss Federation of Jour- 
nalists and the SA [Corporation] for television advertising, among others, for the 
purpose of developing a system for direct television via satellite. Practically 
speaking, what is involved is to put into orbit, in a position assigned to Switzer- 
land by the World Conference on Communications via Satellite held in Geneva in 
1977, a satellite that will send to earth television programs that can be viewed by 
televiewers located within an ellipse centered on Switzerland--an ellipse whose 
area varies in proportion to the diameter of the parabolic antennas designed to 
pick up the programs. At present, for a 90-cm parabolic antenna, the ellipse 
"swept" by the satellite centered on Switzerland comprises, in addition to our 
country, almost all of France, the Benelux countries, the FRG, Austria, Italy north 
of Rome, and most of the countries of East Europe. The televiewers, in terms of 
percentage, would be 5-percent Swiss and 95-percent foreign. At present, on the 
basis of an expert report that the Tel-Sat company requested from the American com- 
pany Satellite Broadcast Associates, and the conclusions of which were submitted 
last October, it is planned to use two satellites of three channels each--with a 
third available on the ground as a reserve--having a lifetime that could vary from 
7 to 10 years, depending on the degree of use of the satellite. The total invest- 
ment, including launching into orbit, is estimated at $166 million. The three sat- 
ellites would be purchased for a total price of $108 million, contrary to the ini- 
tial intention of the promoters of Tel-Sat, which was to acquire all the installa- 
tions on a lease basis for the price of 20 million pounds sterling. 


"On the political level, Tel-Sat submitted its initial application for a concession 
to the Federal Council in May 1980; the application was supplemented in February 

1981 by the proposal to set up with the PT's [Post and Telecommunications adminis- 
trations] a mixed company for the technical operation of the Swiss television-via- 


53 











satellite system. According to the latest information received by the promoters of 
lel Sat, the Federal Council could reach a decision on the concession application 
next September. This would make it possible to accelerate the pace of work, in ac- 
cordance with a schedule already established, so as to launch the first satellite 
into orbit with an Ariane or an American launcher in 1986 and begin broadcasting in 
1987, which would be 2 years behind the initial forecasts made at the time Tel-Sat 
was founded.” 


For time is pressing for the promoters of Tel-Sat, who would like to be the first 
Europeans to occupy their place in space. Tel-Sat's principal competitor, Luxsat, 
a project of Luxembourg origin in which publishers of FRG and Dutch newspapers are 
participating, is technically ready, and implementation of the project depends on a 
political decision, although, according to Mr Nicole, it could be delayed because of 
the uncertainty prevailing in France about future regulation of the media. 
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